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A total of 1212 females were randomly selected to participate in the current
survey, including 404 individuals from each of Syria's three regions: Nor-
th-East, North-West and South of Syria. The governorates of Al-Hasakah (33%
of the regional sample), Deir Ez-Zor (33%) and Qamishli (33%) were covered in the
North-East region, Aleppo (25%), Hama (25%), Idlib (25%) and Latakia (25%) in the
North-West, and finally, Damascus (50%), Daraa (25%) and As-Suwayda (25%) in
the South. Representation (confidence interval of 95%) is established on the go-
vernorate (margin of error between 6.9 and 9.75), regional (margin of error of 4.88)
and national (margin of error of 2.81) levels.

The respondents’ age groups were all representative (confidence interval of
95%) on the national level, except for those who are more than 60. This in-
cludes the 18 to 25 (margin of error of 5.35), 26 to 40 (margin of error of 4.54) and
41 to 60 (margin of error of 5.27) groups. Similar trend is observed on the regional
level, where all age groups are representative (margin of error ranging between
7.74 and 9.85) except for those that are older than 60. Furthermore, none of the
age groups are representative on the governorate level. Therefore, it is important
to note that trends included in this study related to age groups on either the go-
vernorate level or on 60+ age group should be perceived as indicative rather than
conclusive.

In terms of level of attained education, and on a regional level, all groups are
representative (margin of error between 6.31 and 9.26) except for those with
non-formal education in both the North-West and South areas of Syria. On the
governorate level, only the group with higher education in Damascus is represen-
tative (margin of error of 9.52). Similar to the case of the age distribution of the
sample, interpretation of the educational group on different regional levels with
no representation should be cautiously interpreted in order not to automatically
generalise the quantitative results.

Finally, the KAP scoring methodology relied on equal weights across all ques-
tions within each section of the survey. The total score per question per res-
pondent was normalised to fit a O to 100 scale; this is attained by dividing the
score per response by the total grade that can be achieved per question, and
subsequently, multiplying the result by 100. Note that the score per answer for
each question is further discussed in the data sheet shared with this report. To
calculate the mean scores of each of the awareness, beliefs and opinion and per-
sonal experience categories of the total sample, the first step was to compute the
scores per individuals, which involves adding all of the scores per respondent per
category and dividing them by the number of questions answered. The second
step involved conducting an average calculation of the scores of all individuals
within each category.
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General Trends

Overall awareness of VAWG among Syrian women ranged between 35.1% and 36% on ave-
rage across the three locations, yet these differences in grades are not statistically signifi-
cant. This implies that the total knowledge across the areas covered in Syria is the same.
On the contrary, the mean of the total scores related to beliefs and personal experience
are statistically significantly different across the regions. For the former, the highest grade
was recorded in the North-West area (73.6%), while the least in the North-East (60.4%) of
Syria. For the latter, the grades ranged between 66% and 71.4%.

The deviation observed in the total scores between the awareness (36%) from one hand
and the beliefs (67.1%) and personal experience (68.7%) from another is the result of the
respondents’ lack of knowledge related to the existence of governmental and non-go-
vernmental entities working in the field of VAWG, along with the services that they are
providing. This could be the result of either weak commmunication and engagement efforts
with communities from the side of the relevant or due to the limited services delivered to
the vulnerable individuals in the regions. Note that low scores were recorded in questions
k 26,k 27 k 28 k29 k_210, k_21, k_212 and k_214.

In terms of beliefs, the three main questions that received relatively lower scores were
whether males should have guardianship over their wives and families, information about
VAWG is sufficiently being reflected in the media, and finally, women have the right to mo-
ving in the public space in the same way as men. For the personal experience, many have
reported to have recently witnessed VAWG cases, and many of those respondents facing
incidents themselves did not report it; note that the sample of the latter question was not
representative, and the finding cannot be generalised. Furthermore, many reported that
women experiencing violence do not seek help and that significant numlber of barriers exist
for reporting such cases.

The data also showed that age and education are negatively correlated. In terms of awar-
eness and beliefs, younger generations tend to have better scores, yet in the field of per-
sonal experience, the older age groups recorded higher grades. The factor of educational
attainment is a determinant of awareness, beliefs, and personal experience, where positive
correlations exist between the former and the three latter variables, separately. Awareness
is positively correlated with beliefs and personal experience, yet beliefs and personal expe-
rience are not connected to each other in this study.

The lack of correlation between beliefs and personal experiences does not come as a sur-
prise, especially that the theoretical reliance on the traditional KAP model”® to create be-
havioural change has been highly criticised in the last few decades. For instance, Linden
(2013)(30) argues that the KAP, followed by the expectancy-value framework are preoccupied
with “conscious change” where they assume that human behaviour is goal directed; while
newer models integrate other variables to their conceptual frameworks, such as emotions,
habits, norms, environmental/contextual factors, etc. On the other hand, most behaviou-
ral change models consider knowledge as a pre-requisite to amending practices, and this
connection is evident in this study.

(29) Knowledge (awareness), Attitude (beliefs) and Practice (personal experience) is the process of creating beha-
vioral change through achieving three stages: acquiring knowledge generates better attitude, and subsequently,
improved attitude help form new practices

(30) https:/www.researchgate.net/publication/280579281 Response to Dolan
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N Table 1. The scores of knowledges (awareness) across the three regions of Syria.

K_21 K_2.2 K_2.4 K_2.5 K_2.6 K_2.7 K_2.8 K_2.9 K_210 K_2m K_212 K_213 K_214 Total
60% 69% 70% 52% 44% 30% 5% 29% 15% 15% 5% 47% 17% 35%
79% 58% 72% 50% 15% 29% 14% 25% 27% 8% 7% 63% 34% 37%
57% 58% 64% 48% 20% 37% 17% 28% 22% 1% 21% 51% 34% 36%
65% 62% 69% 50% 27% 32% 12% 27% 21% 1% % 54% 28% 36%

s Table 2. The scores of attitudes (beliefs and opinions) across the three regions of Syria.

A_311 A_312 A_313 A_32 A_33 A_3.4 A_35 A_3.6 A_37 A_3.8 A_39 A_31 A_3125 Total

75% 80% 83% 69% 44% 60% 35% 45% 67% 78% 75% 21% 55% 60%

87% 91% 91% 83% 55% 70% 74% 67% 74% 82% 86% 33% 66% 74%

83% 86% 92% 64% 36% 51% 62% 71% 77% 80% 80% 30% 63% 67%

82% 86% 89% 72% 45% 60% 57% 61% 73% 80% 80% 28% 61% 67%
Table 3.

The scores of practices (personal experience of VAWG) across the three regions of Syria.

Region/Question P_41 P_43 P_45 P_46 P_47 P_48 P_49 P_410 P_411 P_412 P_413 P_414 P_415 P_416 P_417 P_418 Total
North-East Syria 32% 41%  36% 57% 89% 95% 66%  65% 59% 56% 77% 89% 60% 74% 94% 8% 66%
North-West Syria 36% 23% 29% 67% 91% 96% 78% 76% 73% 76% 83% 91% 70% 83% 97% 9% 71%
South Syria 33%  46% 45% 58% 87% 96% 1%  67% 66% 63% 77% 91% 69% 78% 88% 8% 69%
Total 33% 37% 37% 61% 89% 96% 72% 70% 66% 65% 79% 90% 66% 79% 93% 8% 69%

mmmmmmm Independent Samples Test (Awareness of South and North-East Regions)

Correlations

Age range: Highest level of Education: | Total_K Total_A Total_P
Age range: Pearson Correlation 1 -199** - 119 -071* 220

Sig. (2-tailed) .000 .000 .013 .000

N 1212 1212 1212 1212 1212
Highest level of Pearson Correlation -199** 1 402% 416%* 176**
Education:

Sig. (2-tailed) .000 .000 .000 .000

N 1212 1212 1212 1212 1212
Total_K Pearson Correlation -9 402 1 125%* 143

Sig. (2-tailed) .000 .000 .000 .000

N 1212 1212 1212 1212 1212
Total_A Pearson Correlation -071* RA J125%* 1 .020

Sig. (2-tailed) .013 .000 .000 488

N 1212 1212 1212 1212 1212
Total_P Pearson Correlation 220** J76** 143** .020 1

Sig. (2-tailed) 000 000 000 488

N 1212 1212 1212 1212 1212

* Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed). ** Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).
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The Regional Observatory on Violence Against Women and Girls (VAWG) is un-
dertaking a population-based survey in Syria within the frame of the program
“Implementing the Common Agenda to Combat VAWG and Promote Inclusive
Peace building Processes in Syria”, funded by EU. The objective of the survey is
to assess the level of awareness of women towards the laws and services provi-
ded for victims of VAWG, and explore the personal perception and experience
related to VAWG in Syria.

Mention should be made that the observatory is hosted by the EuroMed Femi-
nist Initiative (EFI) in the regional office in Amman.

All information filled by you will be kept confidential and will be used only for the

purpose of this study. Your participation in this questionnaire is very important
and will contribute to improve the situation of women and girls in the country.

Please provide informed consent and in order to continue with the survey questions.
o Yes. o No

Date:

First section: General information

Place of residence:
Province/governorate:
Nationality:
Agerange: ol18-25 o 26- 40 o 41-60 o above 60

Highest level of Education:

o non-Formal education o School education oHigher Education (college, University
or equivalent)

Religion or Sect: ...,

Second section: Awareness about VAWG:

2.1 What does VAWG mean to you? Note: you can check more than one choice.

o Rape o Child marriage

o Sexual assault o Exclusion of resources and power
o Physical assault o Cyber violence.

o Verbal Violence o Other, specify.

o Psychological assault
o Forced marriage



2.2 The level of prevalence of VAWG in your commmunity is according to you:
o Very common o Common o Not common o Do not know

2.3 What are your sources of information about VAWG?
o Media © Government/ local authority o CSOs/CBOs and networks o Relatives and
friends o Others, SPECITY ...

2.4 According to you, your knowledge about VAWG is:
o Good (sufficient knowledge) o Moderate o Little knowledge. ol have no knowledge

2.5 Your awareness about legal procedures for reporting VAWG is:
o Good (sufficient knowledge) © Moderate o Little knowledge. o | have no knowledge

2.6 Are you aware of existence of government / local authority institutions that address
VAWG in your area?

o Yes o No

2.7 Are you aware of existence of civil society institutions that address VAWG in your
area?

o Yes o No

2.8 Is there a hotline specific for reporting cases of VAWG in Syria?
o Yes. o No

2.9 Is there a specific a governmental directorate for protection of family in Syria?
o Yes o No

2.10 Are you aware of any legal procedures to report sexual harassment incidents?
o Yes o No

2.11 Does the government / local authority provide shelters for women victims of VAWG?
o Yes o No

212 Do the CSOs provide shelters for women victims of VAWG?
o Yes o No

213 Do the CSOS provide some services as psychological or logistical support?
o Yes o No

Third Section: Beliefs and opinion

Please, check the box that corresponds your opinion towards VAWG

Opinion towards social norms that perpetuate VAWG

3.1 According to you, is it acceptable for the husband to hit his wife in the following cases:
- If she neglects children

o Yes, in some cases o No
- If she argues with him:

o Yes, in some cases o No
- If she refuses sex:

o Yes, in some cases o No

84



85

3.2 Rape should be decriminalised in some situations related to women's clothing and
behaviour.
o Strongly agree o Agree o Neutral. o Disagree o Strongly disagree

3.3 Male should have guardianship over his wife and family
o Strongly agree o Agree o Neutral o Disagree o Strongly disagree

3.4 Boys should be responsible for the behavior of their sisters, even if they are younger
than their sisters.
o Strongly agree o Agree o Neutral o Disagree o Strongly disagree

Opinion towards law and services for combating VAWG:
Please, check the cross on the choice that correspond your opinion.

3.5 According to your opinion, is information about VAWG sufficiently reflected in the
media?
o Yes o No o Do not know

3.6 Are the laws and procedures for protection of women from violence sufficient in Syria
o Yes o No o Do not know

3.7 Do you think that women'’s rights and equal participation in all spheres of life reco-
gnised by the law in the same way as men?
o Yes o No

3.8 Do you think women have the same financial rights as men under the law during
marriage or after divorce?
o Yes o No

3.9 Do you think that women who are victims of violence by their husband or family ac-
cept to stay with them because of her lack of financial resources?
o Yes o No o Do not know

3.10 Do you think that women have the right to moving in the public space in the same
way as men?
o Yes o No o Do not know

Please, check the box that corresponds your choice

311 Is it difficult or easy for women to utilise the following services in the community?
Please check.

- Police. o Difficult o Easy o Do not know
- Health Care. o Difficult o Easy o Do not know
- Legal aid o Difficult o Easy o Do not know
- Protection /assistance o Difficult o Easy o Do not know

312 With the beginning of armed conflict in Syria, VAWG is:
o In massive increase o Inincrease oln decrease. o Stay the same o Do not know

3.12.A'if answer above is mentioning “increase” or in “massive increase™: The form/forms
of VAWG that increased significantly the most due to the armed conflict in Syria is:
Note: you can check more than one choice.



o Rape

o Sexual assault

o Physical assault

o Psychological assault

o Forced marriage

o Early marriage

o Women's Exclusion of financial resources and exclusion of power
o Violence against giving opinions

o Verbal violence

313 In the past year, have you heard of or participated in campaigns set up by the govern-
ment or civilian institutions in Syria to support women who are subjected to violence?

o Yes: can you name it or them?
o No. o Do not know

Fourth Section: Personal experience of VAWG

4.1 In the past 6 months, have you witnessed VAWG?
o Yes o No

4.2 If yes, what type of VAWG have you witnessed? Note: you can put cross on more
than one choice.

o Sexual assault

o Conflict related sexual harassment

o Physical assault

o Forced marriage

o Psychological abuse

o Exclusion from education, health, inheritance

4.3 Do women who experience violence look for help?
o Yes o No o Don't Know

4.4 if yes, from your experience, what kind of help victims of VAWG seek for first:
o Relatives

o Police

o Hotline

o Special centres for victims of VAWG

o Court

o Other, specify ...

o | don't know

4.5 From your experience, what are the barriers that hinder women from reporting vio-
lence? Note: you can put cross on more than one choice.

o Shame

o Rejection or being ostracised by family and friends

o Fear of consequences and the threats of perpetrator.

o Nothing can be done

o Other, specify ............

4.6 During the past 12 months, have you been insulted in the street, public transport
vehicle or public spaces?
o Never o Once o Several times

4.7 During the past 12 months, did anyone attempt or force you or to undergo or perform
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any sexual contact/acts against your will?
o Never o Once o Several times

4.8 During the past 12 months, did anyone try or managed to have sexual intercourse
with you against your will?
o Never o Once o Several times

4.9 During the past 12 months, has your husband/family members prevented you from
meeting or talking to friends or family members?
o Never o Once o Several times

410 During the past 12 months, did your husband/spouse or family members refuse to
take your opinions into consideration, ridicule them or attempted to tell you what you
should think.

o Never o Sometimes o Always

411 Do you encounter exclusion form decision making within the household?
o Never o Sometimes o Always

4.12 Do you encounter exclusion from control over expenses or income?
o Never o Sometimes o Always

4,13 During the past 12 months, did your husband/spouse or family members threate-
ned or squeesed you financially?
o Never o Sometimes o Always

414 In the past 12 months, have your spouse or family members prevented or postpo-
ned your doctor’s visit?
o Never o Once o Several times

415 During the past 12 months, do your husband/spouse or family members insult you
or abuse you?
o Never o Once o Several times

4,16 During the past 12 months, did your husband/family members slap you or inflict
other physical abuse on you? If yes, how many times?

o Never o Once o Several times
4.17. During the past 12 months, did your husband/spouse or family members utter death
threats against you?

o Never o Once o Several times

4.]18. If it happened, after this incident, did you lodge a complaint?
o Yes o No

5. Open Questions (Optional):
5.1. In your view, can you mention the main causes or roots of VAWG?

5.2 In your opinion, what is the best reaction that women should have towards VAWG?
5.3 How did the armed conflicts in Syria have impact on VAWG?

5.4 What is the main measure that should be taken to improve the protection of women
from VAWG in Syria?
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In Depth- interviews Questions
1. Can you please tell me a little about yourself and your role in the com-
munity?
2. How would you define VAWG?

(If not mentioned before) Is discrimination a form of VAWG for you?
3. What do you think are the main causes of VAWG and discrimination
against women and girls?
4. In your opinion, how did the war in Syria contribute to increase the
VAWG prevalence? What are the forms of VAWG that increased the most?
What about conflict related sexual violence?
5. Do you think the categories (widows, divorced women, daughters of di-
vorced women, orphan girls, former detainees, displaced women, women
with disabilities) are more vulnerable to VAWG in Syria? How? Is there any
governmental support for these categories or maybe legal support? Did
you witness VAWG situations regarding one of more of these categories?
6. In your view, what are the commmonly held cultural and social norms in
Syria that permit violence against women and girls?
7. Who are according to you the women who are the most exposed to
VAWG in Syria? Why and How?
8. Is there any governmental support for these women categories, if yes
could you elaborate?
9. Do you know about government services provided to women victims
of VAWG? Do you think they are efficient? If not: What is needed most?
10. More globally what about government stand and action regarding
VAWG? If answer, which ones are the most relevant?
11 VAWCG is a global phenomenon. What about Syria?
Can you tell me more? What are the main sources of this violence? what
are its expressions, can you give me some examples?
12. Some males in the family prevent their daughter, sister, or wife from
going out to public places, working, or studying. In your opinion, is this
due to their responsibility to protect her from harassment and inconve-
nience? In order to avoid being harassed and then expose their image to
abuse in society. Or because of that daughter, wives, sisters are conside-
red as one of men property?
13. How would you describe women's participation in economic and po-
litical life in your country?
(Only if they are silent).. Are women facing some obstacles to have ac-
cess to these spheres? If yes, what are according to you the main reasons
behind this? (If the participants from the non-governmental areas we can
ask about now and before, what is the differences?
14. In your opinion, has the economic crisis in Syria changed women'’s
roles, forcing them to participate in public work, and if so, causing them
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to experience more sexism and violence?

15 What are the main consequences of the protracted armed conflict
on VAWG: for example, increasing of this violence, visibility, decreasing of
legal protection?

16. According to you, is there any coordination between government ins-
titutions and between government and civil society to address VAWG? If
yes: Can you tell us more about it, If not. Why in your opinion?

17. Do you think that media play positive role or negative role in reducing
VAWG in Syria? How? Please explain? What about education then?

18. Does the media seek to make citizens reject the violence against wo-
men and girls in Syria, or is it enough with media reports and news?

19. Do you follow the global anti-violence awareness campaigns that are
broadcasting on social media?

20. Do you have participated or worked on designing and supporting
strategies for inclusive peace processes to protect women and girls from
VAWGC.

21. Do you think that the displacement of women and their uprooting
from their social environments made them more vulnerable to violence
in public places? To what extent do you think women's families and com-
munities can protect them against harassment and violence in public
places?

22. How can you describe women'’s participation in the leadership posi-
tions in your organisation?

(Only if they are silent): Are women facing some obstacles to have access
to these spheres? If yes, what are the main reasons behind this?

23. In your opinion, to what extent are national laws and public policies
for the elimination of violence against women and girls in Syria are in line
with international obligations? What are the main obstacles for the har-
monisation?

24, \WWhat do you recommend for enhancing protection of women from
VAWG in Syria, especially in areas under conflict and what kind of violence
should be urgently addressed?

25. How do you define the economic violence against women and girls?
to what extent do Syrian women and girls associated with your organi-
sation strive for work and independence? Have you or your organisation
participated in trainings or campaigns to motivate women to work or
have you given lectures about why work and independence are impor-
tant for women and girls?

26. To which extend in your opinion the Syrian family law support women
against being subjected to the economic violence?

Think about divorced woman and their right to share her former hus-
band their properties, guardianship right on daughters and their mo-
ther, widowed women, divorced wives with the so called customary “Urfi”
marriages or customary marriages, prevent women from work, seizing
the money or the salary of wives, sisters or daughters and inheritance? (If
the participant is from non-governmental areas, ask her about the gover-
nance, regarding women issues, in her area and what the differences are



between the situation of women now under the new power and before
under the power of the regime).

27. Has your organisation worked on projects to find employment op-
portunities for women? If so, is there follow-up on these projects, such as
measuring the safe spaces in their workplaces?

28. Are you or your colleagues in your organisation working to raise wo-
men'’s awareness of VAWG?

29. Do you (or your colleagues) routinely ask gquestions to determine
whether the girls or women might be a victim of family violence?
30. Do you (or your colleagues) provide aftercare to women who have
been victims of domestic violence? Are there any services or facilities
where you can refer female victims for help?

31. If you have the space to be representative of VAWG in Syria, what
changes would you take in your consideration in legislation, policy or
work force would empower women and girls and enable peaceful and
safe spaces for them?

32. How do you think the ongoing armed conflict has made all forms of
VAWG even more visible, has the ongoing armed conflict blurred legal
protection? What political and legal procedures should be taken through
the government to take the edge off the impact of the armed conflict on
women and girls in Syria?

33. Which kind of awareness campaign should be conducted through
the medical centres to prevent VAWG?

34. Do the medical centres participate in rising the awareness of the
sexual culture within the Syrian communities?

35. As a researcher inside Syria, did you participated in researches to stu-
dy the Syrian women circumstances after the crisis? Or maybe heard
about some researches are conducted through the Syrian universities
about VAWG?

36. What do you know about economic violence against women and gir-
Is? During your profession, have you worked on issues such as why it is
crucial to empower women financially?

37. Are there awareness campaigns that explain and reject possible forms
of violence against women?
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